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however, on this point are so full of sound judgment, and
so much to the purpose, that I cannot avoid introducing
them in this place. " Whether Barneses found his way
from the Nile to the Ganges, or whether Rameses found
his Lanca on the shores of the Red Sea, we can hut
conjecture. The Hindoo scorns the idea that the rock of
Ceylon was the abode of Rama's enemy. The distance
of the Nile from the Indian shore forms no objection to
the surmise: the mil that spread for Ceylon could waft for
the Red Sea, which the fleets of Tyre, of Solomon, and of
Hiram covered about this time. That the Hindoos
navigated the ocean from the earliest ages, the traces of
their religion in the isles of the Archipelago sufficiently
attest."! That the people of the country of the Indus
ranked as navigators, in the most venerable antiquity, is
perfectly clear, from the ancient Institutes of Menu, where
" merchants who traffic beyond sea, and bring presents to
the king/' are expressly mentioned.

In the Ramayuna,2 the practise of bottomry is distinctly
noticed.3 " In fact," as Heeren remarks/ " no law had
ever forbidden this species of commerce; on the contrary,
the Institutes of Menu contain several regulations which
tacitly allow it in giving the force of law to all commercial
contracts relative to dangers incurred by sea or iaaouL"
These institutes of Menu, running up to the vast antiquity
of B.C. 1400, give an idea of the early commercial energies
of India; which all my subsequent observations will fully
carry out.5

1  Tod's Bajasthan, vol. i., p. 113.

2 Kamayuna, iii, 237, written B, o. 1300.        a Menu ill, 158; viii., 167.

4  Heeren's Indians, p. 124.

5  The translator of Heeren observes, " That ships belonging to Hindoos
went to sea, and that a proportional interest for the hazard of the sea was
to be paid on money borrowed, must be perfectly true.1*   Ho does not,
, however, consider this fact as necessarily proving that the seamen wore
:'Hindoos.   Positions such as the mouth of the Corl or the Indus, Corinth

"n Greece, Portsmouth in England, or Havre in France, furnish a practical
>mment uixm. such a doubt